
Flow Chart for Substitution and Elimination Reactions*
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-Methyl carbocation 
is unstable and will 
never form, therefore 
no SN1 or E1

-No β- hydrogen, 
therefore no E2
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(except for benzylic and allylic 
carbocations) only E2 and SN2 are 
possible due to low carbocation 
stability.
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Other Issues

-E2 antiperiplanar, Zaitsev and 
Hofmann rules

-SN2 chiral center inversion
-SN1 racemization (carbocation is 
planar)

-Increased branching on α & β
carbons favors E2 over SN2

-Better nuc. favors SN2 over E2
-Better base favors E2 over SN2

-Can have carbocation rearrangement

-High temperature favors elimination 
reactions

Too much steric 
hindrance for SN2

* This flow chart is meant as a guide, there will be exceptions to what is written.
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