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Common Organic Solvents 
  

Solvent Structure Classification 
Water 

 

 
 

polar, protic 
Methanol 

 

 
 

polar, protic 
Ethanol 

 

 
 

polar, protic 

Isopropanol 
 

 
 

polar, protic 

t-butanol 
 

 
 

polar, protic 

   

Dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) 
 

 
 

polar, aprotic 

N,N-Dimethylformamide 
(DMF) 

 

 
 

polar, aprotic 

Hexamethylphosphoramide 
(HMPA) 

 

 
 

polar, aprotic 

Acetone 
 

 
 

polar, aprotic 

   

Dichloromethane 

 

 
 

nonpolar, aprotic 

Tetrahydrofuran (THF) 

 

 
 

nonpolar, aprotic 

Diethyl ether 
 

 
 

nonpolar, aprotic 

benzene 

 

 
 

nonpolar, aprotic 

 


