Chemical safety Data: FORMALDEHYDE

Hazard: harmful Hazard: corrosive 7

Common synonyms: Formalin, paraform, methylene glycol, methyl aldehyde

rmula: CH20




Principal hazards

*** Formaldehyde presents a range of hazards to health. It is toxic if you swallow or inhale it

and is also toxic if absorbed through the skin.
*** Chronic (long-term) exposure to formaldehyde, particularly through inhalation, is

dangerous since there is some possibility that it may act as a carcinogen in humans. Chronic

exposure may also damage the kidneys.
*** Formaldehyde solutions are corrosive and can cause burns to the skin or eyes and

e to the upper respiratory tract.
ible people may develop an allergic reaction to formaldehyde.




Emergency

Eye contact: Immediately flush the eye with water and continue for several minutes. Call

for medical help.
Skin contact: Wash off with soap and water. If there are signs of burns or the skin reddens,

seek medical help.
lowed: Wash out the mouth with water if the person is conscious. Call for medi




How do we use formaldehyde?

formaldehyde gel electrophoresis for RNA analysis

used in gel and samples

AYS in FUME HOOD for GEL and SAMPLE PREPARATION



