REGENCY!

We have observed the freguent sittings of the
Board of late that has the fatherly supervision of
education in the Territory of Utah, and are happy to
learn that their discussions are caleulated to call
forth a searching investigation into the elementary
sounds of lanzuare, and alao iuto the nature am
structiure of guch characters as are employed to ex:
press the radical and multiplied sounds of lanzuage,
The Governor and other mnembers of the Firsl Presi:
dency find time, in the midst of all their onerous
duties to mingle in these mectings. The tradilion:
that have come thiough the misty lubyrinths of pasg
ages are most powerfully assailed by the Goveryor,
whose keew eyve looks with suspicien upen the cor-
ruptions and perversions of language which was ari
ginally pure. Thus far it appears that the presen
orthography of the English lanzuage is too fall of
absurdities to be tolerated by anenlightened peoplé
syithout a prudual and complete reformation. It is
considered an easy matter 10 make many obvicus im;
provements in this department of literature, but a
query has arisen and occasioned some warm debate
wwhether the present ofd Roman alphabet is suffi
ciently perfect to carry forward this reformation. Tj
is objected by some that the characters of the old al-
phabet are like the white man (as the Indian says)
too uncertain. Thal is, their scunds are too variable -
100 many letters enter into the composition of single
sverds, and some of these letters ure often silent and
unmeaning. Now in the present stageof the disens
sion it is proposed by some fo change a sinall portion
of the English alphabefical characters und attact
invariable certainty to the sonnds of others, inorde;
ihat words may be palpably shortened, and the spef
ling become natural ad siinple and easily acquired
Oihers are for carryirg the reforimation stilk farther,
thinking that a people of progressive intelleet will
not be contented with enly a partial reformation. and
that it requires an enlirely new set of ulphahelicyl
characters to effzet a clean handsome reforinatic
that will be abidinz. All seam to be agreed tha.
both the wrilten and printed language should be on#
and the same.

Some of the Board have ever offered the phono-
graphic hand-writing as a beiter hand for printed
ianguage than the phonetic hand, the latter beiny
rather clumsy. ‘We are happy to lenrn, however
that the Wards of the City will all be repeatedi
visited, and the people lectured on education very
shortly. These lectures will be the result, it is con-
fidantly believed, of more carefil reflection and del-
beration than usval, Crowded Louses of both parents
and children may be looked for whenever these
lectures shall accur. The variety of snhjects em-
braced in such & course of lectures eannot [fail flo
interest every class of persons. Que thing scemg
guite certain in regord to lanmuage—especially the
languaze of this people; it ought {o be adapled to
the emergency of these peculiar times. The focal
point where the diverse Inuguages of Uie people 6f
afl nations must be brought to harmon'ze info one
common slandard of speech readers the seleclion of
a language for this purpose worthy of devoul cons..
deration. Can it be expected that tee Aposlicsat Grea
S4lt Lake City will speak by the immediate power
of Gail so that people of every nation and langusgs
will forthwirth giderstand then? O ghouhl W
_rather lock for the power and wisdom of Gud to b
displayed in furning a simple. easily aequued la;
guage, in which barbariars and Chrislians, bendie.
and freemen, of every grade of intelligence, oul of
every iribe, caste, language, and country, cua.5, a o
short time, interchange their sentiments and prals
God umledly in 5piri? and understandinge? i

If such a language is ever demanded at all, .
seems lo he required without defay, even now. [f
is nol for a future genceation, but for the presen
Now the people are gathering, and the varied or
most general intinx of the divesse tribes, nations
kindreds, andwtongues, is even at our doors.  Provi
sion must be speedily wnade for tlus fortheomins
ensis and event.  Can we suppose that a tew inte;
preters will answer the demands of a constant intel
communication between several thousand languages .
Mny we not, and must we not, look for a sfendard 1,
be lifted up? Sheuld not that lanzuage be such a
cea be acquired by the most ordinary minds within’:
faw days or maonths at the outside? Now is il pog
sible tosimplify and reduce the English languaze, o
in any way remould it so 13 to nake it answer thy
emergency Lhat awails the saints of this generation.
Tell us ve wise men! Will the old bottles answe
for the depasit of the new wine?  Or shall we coft
atract new Lotilas for the new wine? The Enaglisiy
language may be as good as auy other known languase
but is Lhere any known lammiage whatever fitted fis
meet the preat emeigency of the greal gathering a L
great work of leacling the law of the Lord o all
people?  Let wisdom speak, and her voice shial L,
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