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AN ADDRESS
Delircred by Elder P. P. Pratt, at the Fourteenth
Ward 8Bchoo! honse, on Mondny, Dec. 26,
up~n the subject of Educatlion.

My f{riends, ns we are nasembled on
this oecasion, 1 desire to speak upon i
ths subject of education. [ eorsider thatf
we never lived in a more important time than
we donow. The Lord has something for every |
memnber of his church and kingdom ta perform,
for he has a great work to do. I consider that
every faculty we possees should be called into
action; and Lhis work 13 so imporiant no time
should be lnst. Henee we see the necessity of
schools that we and our shildren may be pre-
pared to perforin all that the Lord requires of|
us., What kind of » qualification is neccasary
for us to perform thia work? The first thing
necessary is for ua to obtain the good spirit of
the Lord, and than keep il; without this we
cannot do much good. If the Lord wants o
raflrond built, or any great manual labor per-
formed, wlich the gsints are not yet able to do,
he inspires the nations of the earth to perform
the worl, s they have the means to do it with;
uotwithstanding the notions know not God,
neither do they scrve him. We nre not pre-
pared to do the work of God ncccptably unless
we kecp his commandments. In order to enjoy
Lis spirit we must pursae a course of lite that
wili meet his approbation; we must do the things
that God requires of us. The people mny be
looking for some miyateries from mie to-day, but
the older I grow, I feel to be the more simple.
What are the menns ordained of (3nd for the
henefit of ocurchildren as well as ourselves? [
do not now refer to the oheying of the ordinances
of the gospel zlone, for that we all know to be
necessary for buth ourselves and children. But
what were those mennslaid down in 18307 We
are mformed in the commandments and lnw of
the church given unto us, that It is the teachers
duty to see thnt the chiurch meet together often,
and also see that all the meinbers do their duty.”
Do this people do this>? No. Our children are
or should be all members of the churcl, for they
should he haptised at eight years of age; but do
they mect together oflen to pray and apeak one
to another, or even all the parents of children?
They do not. Then they dn not do their duty.
Kovery officer in the charch are teachers, exeept
the dencons, ond they are assislunt leachers.
Who should he exempt from meeting together
often if any exceptions should be made? It
sliould be the mother with her nursing infant
who eannot go; all others should meet together
often, and when they come together, the teacher
that presides sliould see that cach onme takezn
part in their tutn and do their duty. Cnan the
teaciter find any member, either parents or
children, that don’t pray, if o, he can find those
that do no! do their duty; fur when you were
baptized ym covenanted to keep the command-
ments of God; and he has commanded us to
pray; ves, each member shonld take u part.
Who of yon ern find a teacher in our schools
that would spend all his time in hearing one or
two children say their lessona and all the rest
renain idle? You would tarn snch » teacher
out of doors, The Lord is not less wise than
man; he has so arranged the school fnr his
children that each one is required to do his duty.
As all officers are teachers it should be the duty
of some one, the hishop or some one under Lig
dircction, to see that the children and young
people, na well as all the others in cach ward,
are collected together, and that they be tanght
topray and to speak, omd be instructed in all)
things that are necessary, for we and our chil-
dren ehould learn and understand, and improve
upon every branch of science, knowiedge, end
duty, that is necessary far us as well as to con-
fine ourcelves to any ane of those branches.
Mornni said it wae necessary for the people to |
meel together often lo pray, speak, and teashs
When I go abroad, and the people ask me why
rome of oar young people do not do any belter,
and nare so wild, [ do not knosw any hetter answer
than that we dn not do our duty to them. The
question mrises, what is the matter with our
children? They are fultof vigor and spirit, and
they want some way to letitont. DBut it the
Lriter Day Baints will dotheir duty, and gather
their children together and train their minds in

that channelin which they have soon gotlo walk
in following the footsteps of their parents in
bearing ofl the kingdown of God, we shall bear
no more complaint nbout them. JIsthisamys:
tery—a new thing? No; it is necording 1o the
revelations and commandments of God, and it
should be taught and practised in every ward iff
this city, and in every branch of the churelt
wherever il exists, lesl we come under cons
demnation. The peopls of Zion once was told
Lhat they were under condemnation, and would
remain inder it until they remembered to do thi
things that were taught them, If we met td?
getiier often and did our duty, what time would
we have to be idle? None at all; whrn all mest,
women, and cliildren, meet together to pray and
teach, they would teel that they must live con;
sistent with their profession, and they would in
a great mearure ceass (o do evil; then how long
would it be before the spirit of God would rest
upen our children? And how long would it
be suid that “I am =orry that we have pot to
fort up hecause the children of my ueighbours
are eo bad that they will spoil mine.” Not long
bat it would be said, I am glad that we can be
together Lthat we can have such gpod school
and prayer meetings, and the children bave su-':ﬁ
a good spirit that L encournges mine to good
works.® We huve to he calicd to this, for wé
have to be tried in all things; for if we were nof,
we should not differ from the gentilen, who wil|
neither borrow or lend. The gentile priests
have not beem tried in the kanyons, and man,
other places, #8 our elders huve; but we bave
been tried in » manner that it has tagght ns £
help ench other and teach each nther. When
our children weetto sing, pray, ond spenk, some
may not want 13 do it; they may say it is teo
areat a trial for ther, yet they cab do it with 2
little practice that feeling will pass away, Lel
the names of all in the ward be tnken, and gives
ta the tencher, whether it be the bishop or any
one that takes the lead of the school or wneeting,
and let bl call upon each one in their turn fo
prav br epeak, Should any yeung mnn say that
1 wish tn be excaseil, for | got drank the other
day, and would nat like 10 speak; you then arg
the very one that ought to prag, and repent, antl
do better. But what shall } say; say that yois
got drunk, and ask the scheol to forgive yor
and that you mean todo better (if you dnintent]
to}. Thia would be a gaod apecen, if you could
say nothiog more, But if you don’tintend ts
da better, tell them ro; say you intend 1o get
drunk every chanee you cun get, and do ali thie
miseliief you can; then the teacher will know
what to da with you; cut you off from the church,
and have no mora trouble with you. Lettle
child=ay, I have teen thinking of this work.
and mean to keep the ecolamandments ot God,?
or samething of thia kind, if he can say it in
truih, but speak the truth at all times. You
could sy someiliing and you would increase in
confidence, Bome ona muy think, “If [ should
speak or pray, I -should spoil the English
language.” No wafter: in your prayers, you
do not need to say o grest many thiogs te makg
a speech; but begin by saying, “Qur Father, wh
orl in heaven? then nsk for these things thiy
yvou waot, aod hzve failth to obtnin, and not agk
for a thousand things that you don’t expect in
get. And how ioany things can we think o1
that we should thank the Lord for; no matter
how broken your epeech, you crn nsk for what
you wantof nien. But the child doea not often
usk the pnrent for anythinyr worth a hundred
dollars, for they would not expect to get it; but
they would ask for bread when they were hur:
grv in confidence, and get it. I wonld ash ths
Lord forthinga secording to my wantsand tuith}
as Elijah did, when he nsked for rain, when there
had not been any for tliree yeara and six months
What would yon think io henr Brother Praft
pray, and saying, “O Lord, give me some bread
to-day ?* This | have had to do all iy lifes
I ask God duily for those things which 1 wani.
Now do not mocek God by asking him for thosc
thinga you do not expect to get.

When the children come Lo meeting, and any
ona should stand ont, and would not speak of
pray, they will soon come to it, for they would
not like to be out of fashion; sud we should
muke praying, spesking, and righteouenees,
fashionnble, then it would not be atrial to do
nor duty; then sll could be tanght, and our
follies and errors eorrected. The teacher
should he very particular that each memba,
speak, pray, and do their duty. Whnt, if we
should neglect this branch of the kingdem, an
our children should be called to make their first
speech, and that should be before congress, of
before any body of men where it required con-
fidence, care, and wisdom, Lo prescot their views
in a ¢lear, distine:, and understanding manncg
I would not he in that situation for a thousana
dollars.  But let onr children commence speak’
ing together, and learn while they nre childrer;
and their minds shouid be stored with good things
in the days of their youth, for what good woulu
it do this people.to live 1ill the coming nf Christ,
if they were not doing the work of God, and
preparing thenwelves for it, but spending their
time in amusement. ’

All of us may not he enlled to go on missions;:
but oll should live in vuch & maoner that the
may he uceful in the kingdom of God. Every
woman should help her husband to fulfil his
mission. It I um an npostie. what then, in my
wife an apostle? Bhe may be engaged in help-
ing in the apostleship. And every rister that
desires it, enn find an opportunity of doing guod
in the kingdom of God.

How many of you in foriner days have spoken
with delight of the work that was proinised you
should perform in your patriarchal blessings,
that yon shoyld tearh and instruct the Lamanite,
not only in the gnspel but in domestic labour
This mission ia now sbout 10 open hetore yout
I bope all will be ready to fulfil it, and if all se
1 gond exn-nple before them, it will do much
good; bui if some set & had example hefore them,
it will do great evil, and they willany, “¥Marmon
like Tndion; gond Mnrinos »nd bad Morinony
gond Indinn and bad [ndian.?

I have not said onything ahont our letters,
The Regency are getling cul n new a!phnbe?,
and when we learn our letters on-sclves, we will
teach others, Ve should improve all our timg
t0 & good ndvantage: we have no time to spend
in rending novels or false things. Read 1he
best beoks—the Bible, Book of Motmon, Duéf
trite and Covenanls, and those things that
contain truth. Do you think thc people read
those bonks enough. No. Now do not neglect
those things. We want the knnwledge those
bouks contain, the prophecics and doctrines, &c:

Is there one thing that we can neglect and dr
our duty? Noj for while we reglect those thingsd
enn we pray for more in faith? No. Can we
do our duty as parents by reading Bovels or per.
milting our children to dait, and neglect history,
prophecy, and the revelations of Ged, which
contain his cornmandments unto us, and those
principles wherehy we become exalted ani,
saved in his presence, and be purified’? We
cannot, May God bless you. Amen.
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